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Rock County Libraries and Agencies Partner in Community Reading Project About Poverty

Arrowhead Library System announced that they are partnering with the Rock County Vision 2020 group to help raise the awareness of poverty in our area and throughout the country and its impact on families and children.  The two organizations will sponsor a community reading project in August and September that will encourage citizens to read and talk about "Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America", a book about the “working poor” by essayist and cultural critic Barbara Ehrenreich.

Numerous book discussions will be held at libraries, agency offices and in homes, often with a facilitator from the Vision 2020 group, whose members work with many of Rock County’s “working poor”.   Vision 2020 is part of a statewide awareness campaign whose goal is to eliminate child poverty by the year 2020.  Sponsoring organizations of Rock County Vision 20/20 include: Community Action, Inc., ECHO, Edgerton Community Outreach, Red Road House, the Homeless Intervention Task Force, and Rock-Walworth Head Start.

About the Book:

...(Nickel and Dimed”) puts human flesh on the bones of such abstractions as "living wage" and "affordable housing." Ehrenreich worked, for a month at a time, at "unskilled" jobs—as a waitress and chambermaid in Florida, a housecleaner and nursing-home aide in Maine, a Wal-Mart clerk in Minnesota—to report on how people survive on wages of six or seven dollars an hour. In an easy, conversational style, she brings us the daily life of the working poor and shows that their diligence and good nature cannot earn them a place to live—a social worker advised Ehrenreich to move to a shelter—or medical or dental care or, in some cases, enough to eat. In her last chapter, Ehrenreich suggests that the working poor are "the major philanthropists of our society," sacrificing their families, their health, their privacy, and their leisure so that the rest of us can live more cheaply and conveniently. - from The New Yorker magazine - Copyright © 2005

Library book discussions will be held at:

Clinton Public Library - Tuesday, August 18 at 7 p.m.

Eager Free Public Library - Tuesday, September 15 at 10:30 a.m.

Orfordville Public Library - Monday, September 28 at 6 p.m.

Hedberg Public Library - Monday, September 28 at 7 p.m.

Milton Public Library - Wednesday, September 30 at 6:30 p.m.

Beloit Public Library - Wednesday, October 28 at 7 p.m.

Books will be available for check out at the libraries.  It is recommended that readers stop at their libraries as soon as possible, as there will be a limited number available through the libraries.  Books will also be available for purchase at local bookstores.

For more information regarding library participation, please contact Martha Gammons at Arrowhead Library System, 608-758-6695. For Vision 20/20 information, please contact Marc Perry at 608-755-2279.

