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Arrowhead Library System Receives Five 2010 LSTA Grants

The citizens of Rock County will be the benefactors of five LSTA (Library Services and Technology Act) grants awarded to the Arrowhead Library System (ALS).   ALS includes all public libraries in Rock County in Beloit, Clinton, Edgerton, Evansville, Janesville, Milton, and Orfordville.

Job Seekers Grant:  The ALS will assist those in Rock County who are seeking employment by providing job skills computer classes, resume workshops, programs about starting your own business and materials in a variety of formats that will assist job seekers.  A designated computer with software for job seekers will be purchased and available at each of the public libraries in Rock County in the communities of Janesville, Beloit, Clinton, Edgerton, Milton, Evansville and Orfordville.  Working with agencies that are providing assistance to job seekers, including the Rock County Workforce Development staff, and the nonprofit Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation, Arrowhead will provide continuing education for staff at the libraries.  The service agencies and the library staff have requested programs on stress reduction, poverty simulation, dealing with customers who are stressed because of job losses and reduced incomes; and computer training for assisting job seekers.
Accessibility Grant: Through this grant Rock County Public Libraries will be able to make their libraries more accessible by improving the computer workstations with a variety of accessories for those with low vision, mobility, and other disabilities such as arthritis and muscular disease that prevent them from using the standard computer equipment. 

Training for Staff and the Public Grant:  ALS will provide computer training for library staff and the public at all seven member libraries in Rock County.  The Arrowhead Library system will hire a part-time computer trainer to conduct beginning and advanced computer classes, primarily for adults, including senior citizens with a variety of physical challenges, including hearing loss, mobility problems and vision loss.  The training for staff and the public is conducted in groups and for individuals depending on the library setting in which the classes are conducted.  Beloit and Janesville libraries have computer labs and the five small libraries in Clinton, Edgerton, Evansville, Milton and Orfordville have access to a portable computer lab of four laptops that work with their wireless networks.

Digitization of Rock County Resources Grant:  This grant will provide electronic access to materials that are today only available in print format and to people who can go to the Milton Historical Society, Edgerton Public Library and the Eager Free Public Library.  Each of these locations provides unique collections of records of the Milton House, an 1800’s hotel that also served in the Underground Railroad; the Edgerton Public Library with unique resources documenting the history of Edgerton; and a continuation of a digitization project started in 2009 with materials from the history room of the Eager Free Public Library in Evansville.  Each of these communities has a rich history of agriculture, industry, commerce and education.  The project is endorsed by the boards of the Eager Free Public Library, the Edgerton Public Library and the Milton Historical Society.  
This digitization project will barely touch the surface of materials created before 1923 that could be digitized to make the historical photographs, local histories, hotel registers, school annuals, city directories, and other historical documentation available on the Internet.

GoToWebinar Software Grant:  ALS will purchase a one-year license for GoToWebinar software.  This will enable all library systems to demonstrate use of the same webinar software across the state for meetings and workshops.  


Arrowhead Library System was established in 1974 to coordinate and expand Rock County's public library services. All Rock County residents benefit from enhanced, cost-effective library services through the continued cooperation of ALS and its member libraries.

For more information about the 2010 LSTA grants or about the Arrowhead Library System, contact ALS Director, Ruth Ann Montgomery, 608-758-6690, montgomery.ruthann@als.lib.wi.us.
